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REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to take into further consi- 
deration the state of the lines of Road leading from the city of 
Glasgow to Ayr, and from thence to Pojit-Patrick, to ascertain 
and consider the state of their Revenue, Debt, and Expenditure, and 
to consider how far it would be advantageous to the Public Interest 
to consolidate the revenue, expenditure, and debts affecting the whole 
or any of such lines of Communication from Scotland to Ireland, to 
consider the best means of their improvement, to take such measures 
as may seem to them expedient, and to report their Opinion thereupon 
to The House ; and who were instructed to consider the means best 
calculated for the speedy establishment of Steam Packets for the con- 
veyance of the Mail between Scotland and Ireland; and to whom the 
Petition of several Merchants and Traders of the city of Dublin was 

referred ; Have considered the matters referred to them, and agreed 

upon the following REPORT : 



Y OUR Committee have to state, that agreeably to the recommenda- 
tion contained in the Report of the Committee of last Session of 
Parliament, His Majesty's Government was pleased to direct a survey to 
be made by Mr. Telford, of the lines of road between the city of Glasgow 
and Port-Patrick, and more particularly through that part of the country 
which lies between Girvan and Stranraer, where a new line of road is 
indispensable. 

The Report made by Mr. Telford, with the plans of new lines of road, 
have been communicated to Your Committee by the Lords Commissioners 
of His Majesty's Treasury ; and the Report, with an engraved plan, is 
now subjoined in the Appendix. 

Your* Committee have the satisfaction to think that the survey which 
was thus so readily granted in aid of the proceedings of the Committee 
of last Session, has supplied the only deficiency in the proceedings of 
that Committee, and shows that their estimate of the expense of the 
new line of road, although at .that time necessarily, in some degree, 
conjectural, was, for all practical purposes, well founded, and that no 
obstacle was likely to arise to the execution of the recommendations of 
the Committee from any unlooked for expenditure. 

In consequence of Mr. Telford having surveyed more than one line of 
road between Girvan and Stranraer, and reported on their comparative 
expense and length, Your Committee thought it expedient to inquire 
more minutely into their comparative merits, and accordingly they exa- 
mined Mr. Telford on that subject, and at the same time they examined 
Mr. George Henry Freeling on the merits of the respective lines, found- 
ing their examination of Mr. Freeling upon Mr. Telford's evidence, and 
on such considerations as might occur to Mr. Freeling on behalf of the 
Post-office. 

The evidence of these gentlemen is subjoined ; and Your Committee 
are decidedly of opinion, that although the inland line would accom- 
modate a considerable district of country, yet the coast line from Girvan 
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to Ballantrae being in all respects superior for general intercourse, and as 
a great line of communication from Scotland to Ireland, it ought to be 
preferred to any other, and adopted accordingly. 

Your Committee have also subjoined copies of various representations 
which have at different times been made to the Lords Commissioners of 
His Majesty’s Treasury, showing the importance of the improvements 
which came under their consideration ; in particular, four memorials from 
public bodies in the city of Glasgow ; these representations, added to 
the evidence taken in the last Session of Parliament, serve to show the 
opinion which has been universally entertained, that the improvements 
contemplated by the Committee are of the utmost importance, and 
a petition from the merchants of Dublin lias recently been referred to 
Your Committee, stating their earnest hope that the improvements may 
be speedily carried into effect. 

Your Committee have had great satisfaction in knowing that the 
recommendations of the Committee of last Session were still farther 
approved by His Majesty’s Government, inasmuch as a Bill was brought 
into the House, with their sanction and approbation, in order to carry 
into effect the principles of the Report, and to secure the various important 
objects contemplated by it. They have derived additional satisfaction 
from the knowledge that His Majesty’s Government agreed, under the 
authority ol Parliament, to sanction an advance of money, for the pur- 
poses of the Bill, by the Commissioners for the issue of Exchequer Bills, 
at a rate ol interest of 3/. per centum per annum, and with a payment of 
3{L per centum per annum towards the liquidation of the capital to be 
borrowed. By this arrangement, the system recommended in the Report 
of last Session was greatly facilitated, by the lower rate of interest in the 
first instance, and by the certain redemption of the whole capital to 
be required, within a period of twenty years, a result greatly more ad- 
vantageous than could have been anticipated, and than could be attained 
upon any other plan. 

Your Committee lament to learn that all hope of the accomplishment of 
the objects which have engaged the attention of the Committee of the 
last Session and of the present, arc at an end, that the great interests 
concerned, and the kingdom at large, are to be deprived of the advantages 
which were almost attained. They beg decidedly to state to the House, 
that the Bill in progress was founded upon principles of justice to all; that 
it recognized every interest or claim in such shape, as to call for and 
secure the strictest scrutiny, and that they do not believe the great public 
objects in view can be obtained, except by the adoption of the principles 
pointed out by the Committee of last Session, guarding as those principles 
did the private rights of all parties, and establishing a system eminently 
beneficial, both as an example and in its direct and immediate effects. 
The advantages to be derived from the system proposed were not limited 
to obtaining a surplus revenue, on which might he raised a sum of money 
to he applied in the execution of a new road, but would have been most 
extensively fell; in the improvement which would have arisen under an 
united, scientific, economical and vigorous system of management on the 
whole lines of road proposed to he consolidated under one Board of 
Parliamentary Commissioners. 

Your Committee are of opinion, that those persons who have successfully 
petitioned against a measure which would have produced results so bene- 
ficial, when on the eve of completion, have placed themselves under a 
heavy responsibility to the public for a continuance of all the evils inci- 
dent to the condition of the great communication in question, and which 
must, under the present system, be a lasting reproach to the country. 

In 
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In obedience to the instruction directed to Your Committee respecting 
the establishment of Steam Packets for the conveyance of the mail from 
Scotland and Ireland, they proceeded to follow up the inquiry which 
was commenced in the last Session, and examined Mr. Rennie on the 
present state of the harbour of Port-Patrick. As it appeared from his 
evidence that the works at Port-Patrick could not be in a state to give 
•protection to Steam Vessels lying afloat at all times, for a period of six 
or seven years, they directed their attention to the possibility of selecting 
some other point on the Scotch coast which might be adopted as a tem- 
porary station, until the works at Port-Patrick should be completed. 
They accordingly directed inquiry to be made respecting certain points 
in Loch Ryan, where they had reason to believe, that immediate accom- 
modation might be had at a very trifling expense, keeping in view the 
essential requisite that there should be no increase of distance by sea, 
such as to prevent the passage being made at all seasons of the year, 
between sun-rise and sun-set. Mr. Freeling’s evidence is given in the 
Appendix, and also copies of the communications on the subject of a 
station in Loch Ryan, from which it will appear that at Cairn a safe and 
convenient station might he had. 

Your Committee subsequently examined Captain Hamilton of the 
Dover Station ; from whose evidence it will appear, that there is no reason 
to doubt the possibility and advantage of establishing Steam Packets 
at Port-Patrick, even in the present state of the Harbour, and more 
particularly with the certainty of its progressive improvement. Captain 
Hamilton slates his experience at Dover, and his opinion, that by adopting 
such improvements on Steam Vessels as make it possible for them to take 
the ground without injury, there seems no reason to doubt that the 
same system might successfully be introduced, without any delay, at 
Port-Patrick. 

Your Committee were prepared to recommend, most earnestly, that 
the Post Office should, forthwith, establish Steam Packets on the passage 
between Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, on the plan recommended by 
Captain Hamilton ; but they now feel constrained to withhold such 
recommendation, owing to the extinction of all present hope of establish- 
ing the communication to Port-Patrick by land from the centre of 
Scotland. Had the road been rendered available, there can be no 
doubt that a regular intercourse by Steam would have been most useful 
to the public, and that by an increased resort to that shortest passage 
between Scotland and Ireland, the Post Office would have been justified 
in incurring the necessary expense of a new and complete establishment 
of Steam Packets. It being now decided that the great road from 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, and the whole populous districts of Scotland to 
Ireland, is to remain in its present barbarous condition, Your Committee 
have the mortification to report, that their proceedings, as also those of 
the Committee of last Session, are wholly useless, and they cannot recom- 
mend that any expense should be incurred in an establishment of Steam 
Packets, which, under other ciicumstances, they would have most 
-earnestly recommended. 

17 June 1824. 
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N*i.' — Letter from George Harrison, Esq. dated Treasury Chambers, 2d April 
to T. F. Kennedy, Esq. M. P. — enclosing, 

2. — Report from Mr. Telford, on Roads from Glasgow to Port-Patrick,\ 
dated 26 March 1824 _J 

N° 3. — Map of Hoads between Girvan and Stranraer, showing the alterations') 
surveyed by Mr. Telford 

N* 4* — Evidence of Thomas Telford, Esq. given before the Committee, 1 
15 April 1824 

N° ,4. — Evidence of George Henry Freeling, Esq. - 

of John Ronnie, Esq. 

of George Henry Freeling, Esq. 

N* (5. — “I M(!inorials and other applications to the Lords of the Treasury, 1 

to | relative to the Improvement of the Roads between Glas-S pp. 1* 
N* 13. — J gow and Port-Patrick - - - - - - -j 

N" 14. — Letter from the Chairman of the Committee to Captain Ross, R.N., and) 
to Captains of His Majesty’s Revenue Cutters; dated 1st April 1824 J 
N* 15. — Reply of Captain Ross to D° ; 20th April 1824 - 

N® 16. — ■ D° - of Captain Bcatson ; - - 10th May 18*4 - 

N“ 17. — T)°- of Captain Melville ; - - 19th May 1824 - 

N° 18. — D° - of Captain Miller; — - 21st May 1824 - 

N“ 18 (a). — Soundings ofFFinnart Bay, and other Places, by Captain Miller - 
N“ 19. — Evidence of Forbes Hunter Blair, Esq. and of Captain John Hamilton - 
N* 20.— Statement furnished by Captain Hamilton, respecting Steam Packets - 



1824, 

p. 7. 
p. u. 

p. 12. 

p. 13. 
ibid, 
ibid. 

’ — 22. 

p. 22. 

P- 23- 
ibid, 
p. 24. 
ibid, 
p. 25. 
p. 26. 
p. 30. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON GLASGOW AND PORT-PATRICIC ROADS. 






APPENDIX. 



Appendix, N° i. 



LETTER from George Harrison, Esq. dated Treasury Chambers, 2d April 1824 
to T. F. Kennedy, Esq. M. P. 

Sir, 

T AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, to 
J. transmit to you, for the information of the Committee for the Glasgow and Port- 
44 , Ci V vi , th Bferace t0 y° ur letter of the 24th June last, a Report from 

Mr. lelford, who has surveyed the Roads in question, accompanied by Maps, Plans 
and Estimates. 



T. F. Kennedy, Esq. M. P. 
&c. &c. &c. 



I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Geo. Harrison. 



Appendix, N* 2. 

REPORT from Mr. Telford, on Roads from Glasgow to Port-Patrick, 
dated 26th March 1824. 

IN consequence of instructions received from my lord the Postmaster General, 
dated 1 ith September 1823, I embraced the earliest opportunity which the other 
public services in which I was engaged would permit, to proceed to Glasgow, and, 
with an experienced surveyor, examined the lines of road referred to in the Report 
of the House of Commons, dated 24th June 1823, more especially the portion of 
road between the towns of Girvan and Stranraer ; and in doing this, I was, in the 
most difficult portions of country, aided by the presence and advice of the Chairman 
of the House of Commons Select Committee, T. F. Kennedy, Esq. 

The distance between Glasgow and Port-Patrick, by the present road, amounts 
to about ninety miles ; and, with the exceptions of those portions, which are situated 
near the sea shore, the whole is hilly, some parts mountainous, and inconveniently 
and even dangerously steep. 

Between Glasgow and Ayr there are two roads, as pointed out by the Committee; 
near Ayr they join. Between Ayr and Maybole there are also two roads, as well as 
from Maybole to Girvan, and from Girvan to Ballantrae ; but from Ballantrae to 
Port-Patrick there is only one line of road. 

From Glasgow, the upper or eastern line passes through the extensive suburb 
named the Gorbals, and ascends to the summit of the country at the inn named 
“ The King’s Well,” a distance of thirteen miles and three quarters : thus far the 
road is in a tolerably fair state as to surface ; and the provision of materials which 
I found lying along each side, and mostly broken, ready to be put on when required, 
was plentiful. Still the road is far from perfect ; sundry small and inconveniently 
steep hills are passed over, very unnecessarily, as they might evidently be avoided 
by deviations which would shorten the road ; some quick bends should be cut off; 
a considerable variation is required near Cathcart, another near Mearn’s Kirk, and 
at King’s Well. In several places there are ditches along the side of the road, 
which should be filled up, merely to admit of the road having a curvature of eight 
inches in the breadth of twenty-four feet, or nine inches in thirty feet. When trees 
and hedges prevent the sun and a free current of air from acting on the road, they 
should be cut down to the height of four or five feet above the road’s surface. In 
some parts the roads are rutted — this should be prevented ; and some parts are too 
narrow. 

The materials in this division being chiefly whin, are good, but it is evident that 
the latter end of the division does not receive an equal degree of attention as the 
portion next to Glasgow. 
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